
Laetare Sunday 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
27 March 2022 

Sacred Heart, Ronan 
Immaculate Conception, Polson 

St. Joseph Mission, Charlo 
 

Parish Office 
PO Box 1477  Polson, MT  59860 

Phone:  406-883-2506 
Cell:  406-594-0474 

Email:  lakecountyromancatholic@gmail.com 
Website:  www.lakecountyromancatholic.org 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/lakecountyromancatholic 
Office closed this week (Katie on vacation) 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

Saturday  
 

Immaculate Conception at 6:00 pm 
Confessions are available at 5:00 pm 

NO VIGIL MASS ON APRIL 9TH—PALM SUNDAY ONLY 
 

Sunday  
Sacred Heart at 8:30 am 

Immaculate Conception at 10:30 am 
 

Wednesday-Thursday-Friday 
Immaculate Conception at 12:10 pm 

Confessions will be heard at 11:30 am and again after the 12:10 pm 
Mass on Wednesday during a period of Eucharistic Adoration. 

A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 
 

 Now that we have joined the Holy Father and the 
bishops together with the Universal Church in an act of conse-
cration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, pleading for 
heaven’s peace in this world, we must take up this work and 
carry it forward.  Our Blessed Mother’s request at Fatima was 
twofold; one was the consecration itself, and the second was 
the Holy Communion of reparation to be made on five consec-
utive First Saturdays of each month as a means of deepening 
our own conversion. 
 The First Saturday devotion consists of Sacramental 
Confession, either eight days before or after the First Satur-
day, and on the First Saturday itself to pray the Rosary and 
then to spend fifteen minutes in company with the Blessed 
Mother in meditating on one or any number of the mysteries 
of the Holy Rosary.  Then of course there is the Holy Commun-
ion of Reparation offered for the numerous insults suffered by 
the Mother of God, and our Mother.  The Rosary and the fif-
teen minute meditation need not be done together but at least 
on that same First Saturday. 
 As a matter of convenience, and to foster devotion to 
the Blessed Mother in cooperation with her intentions for the 
salvation of souls, we have in the parish each First Saturday, 
two opportunities for Confession, two opportunities to attend 
Mass and receive Holy Communion, in addition to a public 
recitation of the Rosary and a fifteen minute period of medita-
tion in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament.  The First Sat-
urday devotions are offered from September each year 
through the month of May in a special way, but are possible to 
practice throughout the year.  It is not necessary to attend the 
special Mass and devotions in honor of Our Lady when they 
are scheduled in the parish, and the requirements may be 
completed at home with the understanding that one then 
must attend the Saturday evening vigil Mass in order to make 
the Holy Communion of Reparation. 
 I know for many in the parish that the practice of the 
First Five Saturdays may have been completed at sometime in 
the past, but there is nothing to prevent us from renewing this 

(Continued on page 2) 

Madonna of the Roses 
William Adolphe Bouguereau (1825-1905) 

Sunday, March 27th 
Dinner will be served after the 10:30 am Mass to celebrate 

“Mothering” Sunday. 
 

On the Menu: Chicken Parmesan with Pasta & Roasted 
Vegetables & Dessert with White Wine 

FIRST WEEKEND DEVOTIONS 
Immaculate Conception Church 

 
Thursday, March 31st 

Mass at 12:10 pm 
Holy Hour of Reparation at 7:00 pm 

Confessions are heard during this time. 
 

Friday (First Friday), April 1st 

Confessions at 11:30 am 
Mass at 12:10 pm 

 
Saturday (First Saturday), April 2nd 

Confessions at 9:30 am 
Mass at 10:00 am 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament (after Mass) 
 

During a period of Eucharistic Adoration after the First Satur-
day Mass the 5 Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary will be prayed, 
followed by a further 15 minutes of silent meditation on the 
Mysteries of the Rosary as Our Lady had requested at Fatima. 



Humbly asking for your prayers 
Marcy Bishop, Maryalice Rouselle, The Clay Family, Virginia Rubel, Michael Conrad, Ellen Holland, Kaylee Martin, Dave Evertz, Steve Ducharme, Kate 

Shrider Olsen, Don Herbst, Bill Nash, Donna Jacobs, Derrie Edge, Madge Vert, Bob Mahon, Traven & Marisa Hoyt.  

 
Please help to keep the list current by contacting the Parish Office.  Also, out of respect for a person's privacy, please make sure that all 

individuals wish to be publicly identified.   
 

Grace be to you and peace.  We give thanks to God always for you all;  Making a remembrance of you in our prayers without ceas-
ing.  1 Thessalonians 1:2 

 
The Holy Father’s prayer intention for March 

 
A Christian Response to Bioethical Challenges: We pray for Christians facing new bioethical challenges; may they continue to defend 

the dignity of all human life with prayer and action. 

Please pray for our seminarians! 
Dillon Armstrong, Tyler Frohlich, Matthew Christians, Kyle Tannehill and Kaleb Michell, Riley Helgoe, Brett Rotz, John Cooney,  

Jamie Severson, Hayden Petterson, Alex Olmes, Anthony Olmes, Alex Ramirez, James Semling. 

Food Pantry Necessities 
Peanut butter and cereal are a constant need; as 
well as oats, flour and rice.  Pet foods are frequently 
in demand, and clients tend to prefer healthy op-
tions for food that are not so loaded with sugar.  
The Food Pantry will also accept money donations 
as well. Charitable donations may be left in the bas-
ket at the entrance of the church.  

practice, and I would highly recommend that we do so.  In fact, all 
Saturdays of the year are days of special devotion to the Blessed 
Virgin, just as all Wednesdays are days of devotion to St. Joseph, 
and Tuesdays to the Holy Angels, and all Fridays to the Passion of 
Our Lord.  Each First Saturday of the month can in fact be a day 
especially set aside for special devotion to the requests of Our 
Blessed Mother made at Fatima and for the simple fact that many 
do not heed this request, and as the Blessed Virgin has made 
clear, many souls perish because there is nobody to pray for their 
conversation. 
 Prayer and penance, especially the daily recitation of the 
Rosary, was the urgent request of Our Blessed Mother of Fatima, a 
message deeply rooted in the Sacred Scriptures and at the very 
heart of the preaching of St. John the Baptist and I hope it goes 
without saying, that of Jesus Christ Himself.  The message then is 
the message we heard again on Ash Wednesday, to turn from sin 
and believe the Gospel. 
 We have lived through the disruption of our lives these 
past two years on account of Covid, and we are now witnessing 
the disruption, violence and death being dealt to the people of 
Ukraine.  What will it take to wake us up and recognize that the 
world is a sinful and violent place, and that our prayers and our 
own sincere conversation to Christ is a necessary part of God’s 
providence as He guides human history towards its final end (not 
that He is lacking in power)?  What must we suffer before we take 
to our knees?  Christ instructed us clearly to stay awake and to be 
attentive to the signs of the times. 
 Many in this world want to be found on the right side of 
history, and we hear this narrative frequently, but as for myself 
and I know for many of you, we want to be found on the right side 
of heaven. 
 
Peace,  
Fr. Kevin Christofferson 

(Continued from page 1) 

                          Liturgy Calendar & Mass Intentions 
 
Saturday, March 26th 
Vigil of the Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Repose of the Soul of Martin Conelly, rb Teri Daigneault 
Sunday, March 27th 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Sick & Shut-Ins of the Parish / Intentions of the Parish Faithful 
Wednesday, March 30th 
Repose of the Soul of Vida Conelly, rb Teri Daigneault 
Thursday, March 31st 
Repose of the Souls of the Deceased Priests of Our Diocese 
Friday, April 1st 
Intentions of Bishop Vetter 
Saturday, April 2nd 
Saint Francis of Paola, Hermit 
Reparations for Sins Against the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

The Tradition of “Mothering Sunday” 
 

In the 16th century, Christians from the UK and Ireland would 
return to their “mother church” for a service which was held on 
Laetare Sunday, the fourth Sunday of Lent. A “mother church” 
could refer to the parish in which one was baptized, the local 
parish church, or even the closest cathedral, which was viewed 
as the mother church of all parishes in a given diocese. 
 
Those who practiced this custom were said to have gone “a-
mothering,” and soon it became known as “Mothering 
Sunday.” As the popularity of “Mothering Sunday” grew, it 
became a day when domestic servants were given leave to be 
with their families. The day became one of the few times a year 
where a grown family could gather, as working families often 
had conflicting schedules. 
 
Once the tradition became a day for family reunion, with a 
reference to mothers in the name, it naturally evolved to 
include all mothers within the celebration. For children, the 
long walk back home became a time for picking flowers for 
mom, and this would grow to the tradition of giving gifts of all 
sorts to mothers. 
 
Excerpt from: “Mothering Sunday: The Christian roots of Mother’s 
Day.” May 11, 2019. Aleteia.org. Retrieved from https://
aleteia.org/2019/05/11/mothering-sunday-the-christian-roots-of-
mothers-day/ 



Parish Offertory Progress Report 
Fiscal Year beginning July 1st  

 
 

Immaculate Conception  
$145,045 of $170,000 (85%) 
Sacred Heart/St. Joseph  
$29,032 of $44,500 (65%) 

 
Thank you for your generosity! 

DIVINE MERCY RADIO 
90.7 FM 

 
 
 

DMR is a locally owned, 
listener supported non-

profit 501(c)3 
PO Box 568 

Polson, MT 59860 

ROSARY GROUP 
 

St. Joseph Hospital 
Chapel 

 
Monday at 6:00 pm 
Friday at 9:00 am 

All Sunday homiles 
are available on 
YouTube and can 
be found by 
searching the full 
name Fr. Kevin 
Christofferson. 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 

Entrance Antiphon: 
 
Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. 
Be joyful, all who were in mourning; 
exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast. 
 
Collect: 
 
O God, who through your Word 
reconcile the human race to yourself in a wonderful way, 
grant, we pray, 
that with prompt devotion and eager faith 
the Christian people may hasten 
toward the solemn celebrations to come. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever 
 
Readings: 
 
Joshua 5:9a, 10-12 
Ps 34:2-3,4-5,6-7 
   R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 
2 Cor 5:17-21 
Gospel: Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 
 
Catechism of the Catholic Church: 
 
The process of conversion and repentance was described by Jesus 
in the parable of the prodigal son, the center of which is the merci-
ful father: The fascination of illusory freedom, the abandonment 
of the father's house; the extreme misery in which the son finds 
himself after squandering his fortune; his deep humiliation at 

finding himself obliged to feed swine, and still worse, at wanting 
to feed on the husks the pigs ate; his reflection on all he has lost; 
his repentance and decision to declare himself guilty before his 
father; the journey back; the father's generous welcome; the fa-
ther's joy—all these are characteristic of the process of conver-

sion. the beautiful robe, the ring, and the festive banquet are sym-
bols of that new life—pure worthy, and joyful—of anyone who 
returns to God and to the bosom of his family, which is the Church. 
Only the heart of Christ Who knows the depths of his Father's love 
could reveal to us the abyss of his mercy in so simple and beautiful 

a way. (CCC 1439) 

Family Night Adult Ed 
Christian Prayer and the Interior Life 

Wednesdays at 6:00 pm  
Please note that there will be no class on  

3/30, 4/6, 4/13 
Final class will take place on 4/20 during the 

Octave of Easter. 

If you would like to consecrate 
yourself to Saint Joseph on the Feast 
Day of Saint Joseph the Worker on 
May 1st, the 33 day preparation begins 
on March 30th! 

Friday Fish dinners 
Hosted by the Knights of 

Columbus 
Individual: $10 | Couple: $15 | Family: $25 

 
Every Friday of Lent at Immaculate 

Conception following the Stations of 

the Cross. 

All Fridays during lent 

 
6:00 pm—Immaculate Conception & St. Joseph Mission 

Stations of the Cross 
 

Immediately following Stations—Immaculate Conception 
Friday Fish Fry, hosted by the Knights of Columbus 

Prayer for All Mothers 
 

O almighty and eternal God, Lord of both the 

living and the dead, Your tender mercy embraces 
all men foreknown to be Yours by faith and a good 

life. Through the intercession of the Most Blessed 

Virgin Mary our Mother, and of all the saints, 

grant Your merciful pardon to all mothers for 
whom we pray, whether they still are living in this 

world or have departed from this flesh into the 

world to come. Especially, dear Lord, grant the 

requests I now make of You for my own beloved 
mother. 



Helping Hands has worked in the county for more than 18 years, helping at 
risk residents. Current assistance includes: Community Cradle Project, that 
donates a baby box and supplies to new mothers and guardians in the 
county; donates gas, utilities and personal care items; provides food and 
volunteers for Thanksgiving Dinner meal distribution in Polson and Ronan; 
organizes the Salvation Army Bell Ringing; Partners with Share the Spirit to 
support Christmas projects and continues the “Shop & Drop” COVID relief 
project. 


